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PREFACE

The Constituent Assembly of India had by resolution authorised
me to publish under my authority a Hindi Translation of the Cons-
titution by the 26th January 1950, and translations of the Constitu-
tion in other languages as soon afterwards as I could arrange. I felt
it desirable that in the translations of the Constitution in the different
languages of India the same equivalents, if possible, should be used
for the English terms of legal and constitutional import that occur in
that document. I, therefore, called a conference of language experts
to evolve as far as possible a common terminology which could be
used for the translations of the Constitution in the various languages
and ultimately also in all official administrative, legal and judicial
work of the country. It met under the Chairmanship of the Honour-
able Shri Ghanshyam Singh Gupta, Speaker, Central Provinces’
Assembly. It had on it representatives of all the languages specified
in the Eighth Schedule. The Conference prepared a glossary of the
terms used in the Constitution and the Expert Translation Com-
mittee which had been entrusted with the work of translating the
Constitution in Hindi has made use of these terms alone in preparing
this translation. )

Some of the terms used in this translation of the Constitution
may appear at present to he rather new to some people. But it must
be remembered that these terms have been found to be acceptable to’
the majority of the languages of India and as such will either com-
mand today or in the near future the greatest measurc of intelligibi-
lity. Somc words may also be found to be used in a sense in which
they are not ordinarily used in Hindi. Thus the word $amin’ has been
used to indicate ‘bail’ whereas its ordinary significance in Hindi is
“the person who oficrs ‘bail’ . But this dfference in the meaning of
the term has been found to be necessary because the term  $amin”
is used for ‘bail’ in the majority of the Indian languages. Some of the
new terms that may be found in the translation of the Constitution
have comc in as a result of the decision of the Language Conference
which considered terms of different ldnguages for the purpose of fix-
ing equivalents of the English terms. The term “pamcata’, for example
is used in Kashmiri language for ‘award’ and it was found to be
acceptable to the members ot the Conference and consequently the
term ‘award’ has been translated in this translation as‘pamcata’. It may
be hoped that the terms used in this translation would become the
standard Hindi terms for official use when Hindi begins to be used
for official purposes in the Union and the States.

New DeLnr:

24th Fanuary, 1950. RAJENDRA PRASAD
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THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

The following Acts have been reproduced in the Appendix;—

1. The Constitution (First Amendment) Act, 1951,
The Constitution (Second Amendment) Act, 1952.
The Constitution (Third Amendment) Act, 1954.
The Constitution (Fourth Amendment) Act, 1955.
The Constitution (Fifth Amendment) Act, 1955.
The Constitution (Sixth Amendment) Act, 1956.
The Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act, 1956.

R A AN S R

Note.—The Constitution of India has been applied to the State of Jammu and
Kashmir by the Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954
(C.O. 48, dated the 14th May, 1954) with certain exceptions and modifications
and such exceptions and modifications are given in footnotes to appropriate Parts,
articles and clauses,
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Right to Equality

Equality before law

Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of rchgmn, race, castc,
sex or place of birth. . .

Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment .
Abolition of Untouchability

Abolition of titles.

Right to Freedom
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Protection of monuments and places and objects of natlonal
importance . . . . . . . :
Separation of judiciary from executive .
Promotion of international peace and security . .
PART V
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